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June 26, 2026 
 
Claude Burns 
1634 Shrider Road 
Colorado Springs, 80920 
 
Via email: cslaburns@gmail.com  
 
RE: Methamphetamine affected property 
  
Dear Mr. Burns: 
 
Thank you for your email regarding the non-compliant methamphetamine contaminated property located 
at 1634 Shrider Road in Colorado Springs, 80920. 
 
On November 17, 2016, pursuant to Colorado Revised Statutes §25-18.5-103(1)(a) and Colorado 
Regulation 6 CCR 1014-3(3) "Discovery" and "Notification" of a methamphetamine 
contaminated property (an illegal drug lab) occurred.1  
 
According to 6 CCR 1014-3 (1.2.2) the mandatory provisions of State Regulations become 
applicable: 
 

When a methamphetamine-affected property is otherwise discovered, and the owner of the 
property where the methamphetamine-affected property is located has received notice. 

 
A copy of the "discovery" and "notification" can be found here: http://www.forensic-
applications.com/meth/Shrider_Discovery.pdf  To our knowledge, the owner, Cougar Holdings 
LLC, was informed of the discovery and notification and received a copy of the testing. 
 
Pursuant to CRS §25-18.5-104(1), from November 17, 2016 to the present, occupancy is 
prohibited at the residence, and entry into the structure is prohibited.  Prohibition of entry into 
the subject property applies to Real Estate agents, the current occupants, perspective buyers, 
property owner(s), construction personnel, maintenance personnel, Home Inspectors, and any 
and all other personnel, except law enforcement personnel and personnel meeting the 
requirements of Title 29 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 1910.120(e). 
 
Pursuant to Colorado regulations 6 CCR 1014-3, 2 following discovery and notification, the 
registered owner of the property exclusively has only four options: 
 
1) Demolish the structure or, 
2) Perform a "full clearance sampling" assessment (not possible for this property) 

 
1 The sampling was performed for Mr. Aaron Salladay, 12 Kreg Lane, Manitou Springs, CO 80829, 
(asalladay@comcast.net)   
 
2 Titled “Regulations Pertaining To The Cleanup Of Methamphetamine-Affected Properties” (Amended)  

mailto:cslaburns@gmail.com
http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/Shrider_Discovery.pdf
http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/Shrider_Discovery.pdf
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3) Perform a Preliminary Assessment – (mandatory for this property) 
4) Sell the property under full disclosure 
 
No other options as a pathway for regulatory compliance are permitted by law.   
 
According to 6 CCR 1014-3 (3.0), "Screening Level Assessments" shall not be used as clearance 
sampling or a pathway to compliance.  According to the CDPHE document "Frequently Asked 
Questions on Methamphetamine-Affected Properties Regulations, January 2016" (accessed and 
valid as of June 26, 2026), "Screening Level Assessments" shall not be used as clearance 
sampling or a pathway to compliance.   
 
Any second "testing" of any kind, except as that performed within the context of a mandatory 
Preliminary Assessment as defined in 6 CCR 1014-3 cannot be used to overturn a finding of 
discovery and notification, and pursuant to CRS §38-35.7-103 (2)(b), any second testing, such as 
the (invalid) "Screening Level Assessment" performed by Rex Environmental on June 6, 2026, 
can not be used to refute a discovery or to gain regulatory compliance or gain regulatory relief. 
 
According to CRS §38-35.7-103(3)(a) any seller who is aware of the presence of an illegal drug 
laboratory is required by state statutes to disclose to any potential buyer, in writing, the presence 
of the non-compliant methamphetamine affected property. 
 
On November 29, 2016, Cougar Holdings LLC sold the property to Challenger L&L LLC.  We 
do not know if Cougar Holdings LLC complied with state regulations requiring the notification 
to Challenger L&L LLC that the property was a noncompliant methamphetamine affected 
property. 
 
On  January 19,  2017, Challenger L&L LLC resold the property back again to Cougar Holdings 
LLC.   We do not know if Challenger L&L LLC complied with state regulations requiring the 
notification to Cougar Holdings LLC that the property was a noncompliant methamphetamine 
affected property, however, that would be moot, since Cougar Holdings LLC was already aware 
of the contaminated property. 
 
On May 20, 2017, Cougar Holdings LLC, sold the property to you (Claude and Sheril Burns).  
We do not know if Cougar Holdings LLC complied with state regulations requiring the 
notification to you that the property was a noncompliant methamphetamine affected property. 
 
At this point in time, there has been no Preliminary Assessment and no clearance sampling 
performed at the property, therefore, the property remains a noncompliant methamphetamine 
affected property pursuant to both mandatory State Statutes and State Regulations.  According to 
CRS §38-35.7-103(3)(a), if you sell the property as is, you must inform the perspective buyer(s) 
in writing of the presence of a noncompliant methamphetamine laboratory. 
 
As a side note, but not really pertinent to this discussion, none of the sampling performed  by 
Rex Environmental met the state requirements for "sampling" as required by mandatory State 
regulations.  The samples indicate profound incompetence by Rex Environmental and the 
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samples were not collected pursuant to mandatory state requirements.  For example, according to 
6 CCR 1014-3 (6.2.2): 
 

6.2.2 Delineate a 100 cm² area on the surface to be sampled, either by attaching a physical 
template to the surface (being careful not to touch the area within the template), or by an 
equivalently reliable and accurate method. The area within the template (i.e., the sample area) 
shall be 100 cm2. 

 
However, when we look at several of the samples that were collected by Rex Environmental, we 
see that the mandatory 100 cm2 requirement was not met and the samples are not valid.  For 
example, when we look at Samples 1-2 and 3-2, we see that in violation of State regulations, 
although Rex used a template, they failed to understand the purpose of a template is to ensure 
that the sample is 100 cm2.  As can be seen in Rex's photographs, the surface area inside the 
template is only 70 cm2 and not 100 cm2 as required (each slat is approximately 0.65 cm and 10 
cm in length, the remaining area inside the template is empty air.)   
 
Rex only collected 70 cm2 and not the required 100 cm2.  Thus even if the surface contained 
methamphetamine contamination greater than the permissible limit of 0.2 µg/100cm2, the 
sampling performed by Rex would have failed to detect the noncompliant concentrations, since 
the Rex samples falsely bias the concentrations low by 30%. 
 

 

 

 
We see similar problems with other samples collected by Rex, where the area inside the 100 cm2 
template is not 100 cm2. 
 
Furthermore, according to the mandatory sampling procedures found in State regulations,  
 

6.0 Sampling and Analytical Procedures. 
 
6.2.7 Wipe the surface using one of the following methods: 
 
6.2.7.1 Square method: Start at the outside edge and progress toward the center of the surface 
area by wiping in concentric squares of decreasing size. 
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6.2.7.2 “S” method: Wipe horizontally from side-to-side in an overlapping “S”-like pattern as 
necessary to completely cover the entire wipe area. 
 
6.2.8 Without allowing the sample media to come into contact with any other surface, fold the 
sample media with the sampled side in. 
 
6.2.9 Use the same sample media to repeat the sampling of the same area using the same 
method. If using the “S” method, the second pass shall be sampled by wiping with overlapping 
“S”-like motions in a top-to-bottom direction. 
 
6.2.10 Fold sampled side in. Using the same sample media, sample the same area a third time. 
The third pass shall be sampled by wiping using the method not previously used (i.e., use the 
square method if the “S” method was originally used). 
 

It would have been physically impossible for Rex to have complied with this mandatory 
sampling procedure on the slats of the ventilation louvers seen above.  
 
Furthermore, almost all of the other samples collected by Rex violated sections 6.9.11 and 
6.9.11.1 which explicitly states:  
 

6.9.11 Locations of clearance samples shall be based on information gathered during the 
preliminary assessment. Samples shall be collected from surfaces that have a reasonable 
potential to contribute to human exposure, including: 
 

6.9.11.1 Areas expected to have the highest levels of contamination, such as 
cooking areas, chemical storage areas, and waste disposal areas. 

 
In violation of mandatory State sampling requirements, virtually all of the Rex samples were 
collected from walls which are surfaces expected to have the lowest levels of contamination. 
 
There are several other problems with the Rex report, but it is not our intention to perform an 
audit on the Rex document, since even if it was valid, it still can't be used for regulatory relief 
anyway. 
 
You had mentioned to us that "Tony" with the Colorado Department of Public Health and the 
Environment gave you permission to violate mandatory State regulations and State real estate 
statutes.  That information doesn't surprise my office since over the years, the CDPHE has 
helped consultants falsify hundreds of methamphetamine reports for real estate, falsely claiming 
compliance.  Dozens of those properties are in El Paso County.3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11   

 
3 836 Prospect Lake Drive, Colorado Springs, CO, http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/MLCC_Prospect_Lake.pdf  
 
4 1006 Gilfin Circle Colorado Springs, Colorado 80915, http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_1006_Gilfin_RA.pdf  
 
5 2071 London Carriage Grove, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80920, http://forensic-
applications.com/meth/HET_London_Screen_RA.pdf  
 
6 1349 Hazeline Lake Drive Colorado Springs, Colorado 80921, http://www.forensic-
applications.com/meth/HET_Hazelin_Lake_RA.pdf  
 
7 2044 Summerset Drive, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80902, http://forensic-
applications.com/meth/HET_Summerset_Screen_RA.pdf  
 

http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/MLCC_Prospect_Lake.pdf
http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_1006_Gilfin_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_London_Screen_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_London_Screen_RA.pdf
http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Hazelin_Lake_RA.pdf
http://www.forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Hazelin_Lake_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Summerset_Screen_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Summerset_Screen_RA.pdf
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However, "Tony's" statements to you do not compel my firm to cooperate with any illegal 
activities.  From our perspective, the situation is very simple and the law informs our decisions. 

CC:  Michael J. Allen, District Attorney, 105 E Vermijo Ave, Colorado Springs, CO 80903 
George Brauchler, District Attorney, 4000 Justice Way, Ste. 2525A, Castle Rock, CO 80109 

Sincerely, 

Caoimhín P. Connell 
Forensic Industrial Hygienist 

Past and Present Appointments 
Appointed Member of the Federally funded US InterAgency Board: Health Medical and Responder Safety Subgroup 
(Nominated by US Center for Disease Control) 
Appointed Member National Fire Protection Association 

1986 Technical Committee, Respiratory Protection   
ASTM International Standards  

D22.08 on Air Quality (Chairman of the International Johnson Conference – “Health Aspects of Molds”) 
E30 on Forensic Sciences 
E50 on Environmental Assessment, Risk Management and Corrective Action 
E58 on Forensic Engineering  

American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists (ACGIH) 
American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) 
Colorado Drug Investigators Association 
Occupational Hygiene Society of Ireland 
Property Care Association, England 
American Chemical Society

8 316 South Hancock Avenue, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80903, http://forensic-
applications.com/meth/HET_Hancock_Screen_RA.pdf  

9 7465 Cabin Ridge Drive, Fountain, Colorado, http://forensic-applications.com/meth/Critical_review_Cabin_Ridge.pdf 

10 1410 Maxwell Street, Colorado Springs, CO, http://forensic-applications.com/meth/CriticalReviewMaxwell.pdf 

11 1299 Vondelpark Drive, Unit C, Colorado Springs, CO, http://forensic-applications.com/meth/Vondelpark_audit_censored.pdf 

http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Hancock_Screen_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/HET_Hancock_Screen_RA.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/Critical_review_Cabin_Ridge.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/CriticalReviewMaxwell.pdf
http://forensic-applications.com/meth/Vondelpark_audit_censored.pdf
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Consultant Statement of Qualifications 
FACTs project name: Shrider Form # ML15 
July 31, 2026 

Caoimhín P. Connell, has been involved in clandestine drug lab investigations and assessments since 2002 and meets 
the Colorado Revised Statute §24-30-1402 definition of an “Industrial Hygienist.”  He has been a practicing Industrial 
Hygienist since 1987.  Mr. Connell is a recognized authority in drug-lab operations and is a Certified Instructor in Meth-
Lab Safety through the Colorado Regional Community Policing Institute, CRCPI (Colorado Division of Criminal Justice) 
and was the lead instructor for the CRCPI through the Colorado Division of Criminal Justice, providing over 260 hours 
of methlab training for over 45 Colorado Law Enforcement Agencies, federal agents, probation and parole officers 
throughout Colorado judicial districts.  He has provided meth-lab lectures to the US Interagency Board, US Air Force, 
the National Safety Council, and the American Industrial Hygiene Association (of which he is a member and served on 
the Clandestine Drug Lab Work Group and for whom he conducted the May, 2010, Clandestine Drug Lab Course, and 
is a coauthor of the AIHA methlab assessment publication.)  

Mr. Connell is a member of the American Conference of Governmental Industrial Hygienists, the Occupational Hygiene 
Society of Ireland, the Colorado Drug Investigators Association, an appointed Member of the National Fire Protection 
Association, and the ASTM International Forensic Sciences Committee, (where he was the sole sponsor of the draft 
ASTM E50 Standard for the Assessment of Suspected Clandestine Drug Laboratories). 

From 2009, Mr. Connell served as the Industrial Hygiene Subject Matter Expert on the Federally funded Interagency 
Board (Health, Medical, and Responder Safety SubGroup), and was elected full member of the IAB-HMRS in 2011 
where he now serves.  He is the only private consulting Industrial Hygienist in Colorado certified by the Office of 
National Drug Control Policy High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Clandestine Drug Lab Safety Program, and P.O.S.T. 
certified by the Colorado Department of Law. 

He has received over 194 hours of highly specialized law-enforcement sensitive training in drug lab operation, and 
under supervision of the US DEA, he has manufactured methamphetamine using a variety of street methods.  He has 
received highly specialized drug lab assessment training through the Iowa National Guard, Midwest Counterdrug 
Training Center and the Florida National Guard Multijurisdictional Counterdrug Task Force, St. Petersburg College, 
Rocky Mountain HIDTA, as well as through the US NHTSA, and the U.S. Bureau of Justice Assistance (US Dept. of 
Justice)  and he is currently ARIDE Certified. 

Mr. Connell is a retired law enforcement officer with over 20 years experience and who has conducted clandestine 
laboratory investigations and performed risk, contamination, hazard and exposure assessments from both the law 
enforcement (criminal) perspective, and from the civil perspective in residences, apartments, motor vehicles, and 
condominia. Mr. Connell has conducted over 819 assessments of illegal drug labs in CO, SD, NE, OK, and collected 
over 7,690 samples during assessments.  

He has extensive experience performing assessments pursuant to the Colorado meth-lab regulation, 6 CCR 1014-3, 
and was an original team member on two of the legislative working-groups which wrote the original regulations for the 
State of Colorado and he was the primary author of Appendix A (Sampling Methods And Procedures) and Attachment 
to Appendix A (Sampling Methods and Procedures Sampling Theory) of the original Colorado regulations.  Mr. Connell 
strongly objected to the unscientific, unfounded and inappropriate amendments now found in regulations.   

Recommended by the US NIOSH as Peer Review Expert for the NIOSH 9109 Method, Methamphetamine, he has 
been admitted as a drug lab expert in Colorado, and an Industrial Hygiene Expert in Colorado in both civil and criminal 
courts as well as Federal Court in Pennsylvania.  He has provided expert testimony in several criminal cases including 
Grand Jury testimony and testimony for US Bureau ATF and he testified before the Colorado Board of Health and 
Colorado Legislature Judicial Committee regarding methlab issues. Mr. Connell has provided services to private 
consumers, Indian Nations, Sate Investigators, and Federal Investigators, and provided Expert Witness testimony 
regarding criminal activities at the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment. 



 

 















 



 

 



 

 

 



 



  



 




